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TWENTIETH REPORT.

TO ;I‘HE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORDS COMMIS-
SIONERS OF HER MAJESTY’S TREASURY.

My Lorbps,

I HAVE the honour to present to your Lordships the
Twentieth Annual Report on the Post Office ; being that for
the year 1873.

INLAND SERVICE.

The number of Post Offices in the United Kingdom was in-
creased last year by 270; so that there are now upwards of
12,500, of which-880 are Head Offices.

The number of Road Letter Boxes was increased by 700 ;
making a total of nearly 9,000.

Thus, the whole number of postal receptacles is .now nearly
21,500; as compared with about 15,200 ten years ago, and with
little more than 4,500 before the establishment of Penny
Postage in 1840.

In London alone there are more than 1,600 such receptacles.

The new Post Office in St. Martins-le-Grand has been com-
pleted and brought into full occupation; but I regret to state
that owing to the transfer of the Telegraphs to the Post Office,
the building is not sufficient for the purposes originally contem-
plated ; the consequence being that the Money Order and Savings
Bank duties have still to be carried on for the present in detached
offices. Enquiries have, however, been set on foot with a view
to provide another building for these and other duties.

Much relief has, of course, been given to those employed in
the old Office (now reserved almost entirely for the ordinary
business of a Post Office) ; but large alterations will be needed
in the portions vacated to adapt them to their new uses.

The new Offices at Birmingham, Bury (Lancashire), Carlisle,
and Colchester have been completed and brought into use.
New Offices are in course of erection at Aberdeen, Chester,
and Limerick ; and sites for new Offices have been purchased, or

are about to be purchased, at Hull, Shrewsbury, Peterborough,

Oldham, and other places.

Post Offices.
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A large and commodious building has been purchased for a
new Office at Norwich. A similar purchase has been made at
Leith. And additional property adjoining the Post Office at
Glasgow has been acquired for emlarging that Office. Several
new Branch Offices have been provided in London and its
suburbs.

Free deliveries. At pnearly 660 places free deliveries have been established for
the first time ; and at more than 900 other places the deliveries
have been extended in their area or increased in number.

Barly collec  The arrangement referred to in the Eighteenth Annual Report
under which, in London and many other large towns, a very
early collection of letters is made, so as to admit of their being
sent out by the first delivery or forwarded by the -earliest
morning mails, has been further extended; and in London alone
nearly half a million of letters and other packets are now thus
collected weekly.

Dublin deli- Last autumn, under the supervision of Mr. Boucher, Controller

veries. of the Circulation Department in London, who was sent over
specially for the purpose, extensive changes were made in the
arrangements for the collection and delivery of letters in Dublin
and its suburbs; resulting in more frequent collections and
deliveries, and in a more expeditious mode of performing the
work. One of the chief alterations consisted in the establish-
ment, on the plan of the Postal Districts in London, of separate
centres for collection and delivery.

Rugby junc- As an instance of the large amount of work for which the

tion. Department has to provide at important Railway junctions, it
may be mentioned that at the Rugby Staticn nearly 300 bags
are dealt with daily; three Mail Porters being wholly engaged
on the duty of transferring them to and from the trains.

Extra work There are also places at which the work, never otherwise

thrown on than heavy, is subject to remarkable fluctuations. In the case of

Bg:g’ Post  Derby, for instance, the local Postmaster reports as follows :—

' “ In consequence of this town being as nearly as possible in
“ the centre of England, it frequently happens that Mail Bags
“ which are thrown out of course in consequence of railway
“ accidents or the non-arrival of trains at the proper time at
“ the different points of junction, are sent here for disposal,
“ entailing heavy additional pressure on the force. Thus, on
“ the 28th November, in consequence of an accident at Syston,
“ all the letters from Leicestershire, Nottinghamshire, and the
“ Eastern Counties for both the North and South of England
“ were dealt with at Derby. Other cases, arising mainly from
“ the failure of the London and North-western Company’s trains
“ to reach Tamworth in time for the Midland trains, have been
“ of very frequent occurrence ; but the clerks have always shown
“ great emergy and good judgment in meeting these emergen-
“ cies; and by a prompt despatch of special bags the correspon-
“ dence bas been saved from delay which otherwise would have
“ been inevitable. On five different occasions during the year,

"“ the Midland Railway Company alone have posted at one time

- ——————
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“ 18,000 letters or book packets; but neither these nor the
“ regular correspondence have suffered any delay.”

A Table given, by way of example, in the Appendix, page 28, Improvements
shews how numerous are the improvements which are some- at a single
times made in the course of a year at a single Post Office. Post Office.

At the request of the Pneumatic Despatch Company, a few Pneumatic
Day Mail Bags to and from towns on the North-western Line tubes.
of Railway have for some time past been conveyed daily by tube
between Euston Station and the terminal point of the company’s
office in St. Martin’s-le-Grand. The working, thus far, shows
that these bags may indeed be transmitted from Euston Station
to the Chief Office in a little less time than they can be con-
veyed by mail cart; but no circumstance has arisen to alter the
view always held by the Department, that the system offers-no
advantages to counterbalance the inconveniences attaching to
it, especially those which would be the result of even a temporary
interruption in the working of the tubes.

LETTERS, PosT CARDS, BOOK PACKETS, AND NEWSPAPERS.

The measure referred to in the last Report for checking the Returns of
returns of the numbers of letters and other packets having letters.
been in operation during the whole of the last year, I am able
to speak, on trustworthy information, regarding the actual
numbers; although these, after all, must be given with some
allowance for error, seeing that the counting which serves as
the basis of calculation, though now made with great care, is
confined to a single week in the year; such week, however,
being chosen so as, it is believed, to afford a fair average.

Subject to these remarks, the number of letters last year Number of
may be taken at 907,000,000; the number of post cards at lea':fi"s“’b%‘;':
72,000,000 ; that of book packets at 129,000,000; and that packets, and
of newspapers at 125,000,000 ; making a total of 1,233,000,000. newspapers.
These numbers show an increase on the corrected numbers for
1872 of 2% per cent. on letters, of 13 per cent. on book packets,
and of 15 per cent. on newspapers, but a decrease of more than
5 per cent. on the number of post cards. In the aggregate there
is an increase of about 4 per cent. .

Compulsory registration, formerly confined to letters known Compulsory

to coutain coin, has been extended to letters which, owing to regstration.
careless packing, are seen to enclose either jewellery or watches;
and although the change has led occasionally to erroneous
charges (which, of course, were corrected as soon as the fact
was known), there has been but little complaint on the subject.
Though many watches are sent through the post, the chief
articles to which the new regulation applies are jewellery, and the
town principally affected is Birmingham, where the repair of
jewellery forms an extensive trade.

While there appears to have been a considerable decrease last Missing letters.
year in the number of missing letters, partly owing no doubt
to the extension of the rule of compulsory registration, it must
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be admitted that thefts of letters by servants of the Post Office
are still only too common ; although, as stated in previous Re-
ports, charges are not unfrequently brought against the Depart-
ment which are found on inquiry to be groundless.

Robberies from  Of late there have been many robberies of letters from door

door letter-  letter-boxes ; owing to the boxes being too shallow or otherwise

) ill-adapted for their purpose. Frequently too the doors to which

they are attached are left uunlocked till late at night ; the con-
sequence being that in the evenings or on Sundays the letters
which have been deposited there sometimes become the prey of
thieves.

Caseof letter ~ Not unfrequently, in the case of these and other thefts, the

stealing. offender proves to be an inmate of the house, office, or shop; but
on the part of the owners a disposition is found (not unnatural in
a country where, happily, honesty is the general rule,) absolutely
to disbelieve any evidence to this effect until its amount becomes
overwhelming. The following is an illustration :—Complaint
having been made by a dealer in foreign postage stamps that
several letters containing such stamps had not reached him,
a careful investigation was made, but for some time without any
result. The letters should have been dropped by the letter
carrier into the addressee’s letter-box, but to this box no one,
the dealer asserted, had access but himself. Some time after-
wards, however, a cover addressed to the complainant was picked
up in the street ; and on inquiry being made whether the letter
to which it belonged had been delivered, the complainant stated
that it had not. But it so happened that the letter-carrier had
a clear recollection of dropping this letter into the letter-box,
and moreover remembered to have observed a young girl who
was at the window move, as he thought, towards the box.
This led to the girl being ciosely questioned, when she admitted
the theft, confessing also that she had committed other similar
thefts previously. Thus, by a mere chance, a suspicion which
had been cast on the Post Office was dispelled.

Letters cou- While, however, by the adoption of compulsory registration in

taining post-  the case of badly-packed letters containing jewellery or watches,

age Stamps.  the number of lost letters of this kind has much decreased, the
temptations to theft arising from the far more frequent cases
of bad packing of letters containing postage stamps, remain in
full force; the intention to apply compulsory registration to this
class of letters not having been carried into effect.

Groundless Irrespective of dishonesty on the part of some of its servants,

charges. the Department is, no doubt, often in fault in cases of the mis-
sending or mis-delivery of letters ; but some complainants on
this score, as on that of dishonesty, instead of first carefully
inquiring into the cases themselves, in order to ascertain
whetlier the error be not at their own door, and then, if neces-
sary, applying to the Post Office for investigation, rush into
print and make sweeping charges which ultimately prove to be
without foundation. Two instances of the kind occurred last
year.
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The Post Office does not for one moment claim to be imma-
culate ; but I am sure I shall be supported by public opinion
when I protest against judgment being ever pronounced on a
mere indictment which is unsupported by evidence, and with
reference to which the accused party has not had an opportunity
of saying a word in defence.

The number of letters which, owing to wrong addresses and Returned
other causes, were sent to the Returned Letter Office last year letter
was rather more than 4,000,000; being less than oue in every
200 of the total number of letters; and as respects the great
majority, it was found possible either to re-issue them to cor-
rected addresses, or to return them to the writers.*

Owing to the adoption of the measures mentioned in the last Newspapers for
Report, there was a large decrease in the number of those news- foreign parts.
papers for places abroad which from insufficient payment of
postage, or other cause, were stopped in their transmission ; the
number having fallen from more than 700,000 in 1872 to less
than 250,000 in 1873. Even the latter number, however, is
large ; and, with a view to its diminution, I would again urge
the senders of newspapers to foreign parts always to be careful
to see that the regulations are strictly observed ; especially in
regard to the value of the stamps affixed, and to the newspapers
being posted within eight days after publication. Many persons
seem to forget that as regards newspapers going abroad, the

tage, when the paper weighs more than four ounces, is
generally double ; and that in no case whatever is the halfpenny
stamp sufficient. A reference to the British Postal Guide would
keep every one right in these matters.

Till lately the privilege of sending samples by post to or from Abuse of
India was much abused; many packets having been found to sample post to
contain articles of wearing apparel or fancy work ; but the number o4
of such packets has greatly diminished, owing, it is supposed, to
the arrangement now made for the conveyance of small parcels
at low rates by the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation
Company.

The number of letters posted without any address last year Unaddressed
was unusually large, viz.,, about 18,700 ; nearly 500 of which letters.
contained cash, cheques, or bills of exchange, of an aggregate
value of more than 13,0001.

Nearly 60,000 postage stamps were found loose in the different Postage stamps
post offices; most of them having dropped off letters, newspapers, found loose.
or book-packets to which they had been insecurely attached. .

A large number of valentines still continue to be sent every valentines.
year through the post ; and some idea of the magnitude of the
extra work thereby thrown upon the Department may be
gathered from the fact that on the eve of last St. Valentine’s
day, no fewer than 306 extra mail bags, each 3 feet long and
2 feet wide, were brought into requisition, at the Chief Office
alone, for the conveyance of the valentines posted in London for
despatch to the different parts of the United Kingdom.

* See table in Appendix, page 22, giving details.
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TELEGRAPHS.

The telegraphic business again shows a large increase; the
number of messages, irrespective of communications for the
newspapers, having been upwards of 17,000,000 ; or nearly
17 per cent. more than in 1872.*

The system was extended during the year to 157 additional
Post Offices, making the whole number of Postal Telegraphic
Offices nearly 5,600.

Additional wires have been provided for Bristol, Exeter,
Plymouth, and Cardiff; and many places, including Guernsey
and Jersey, have, to the saving of delay and risk of error, been
put, for the first time, into direct communication with London,
instead of having their messages sent, preparatorily, to an inter-
mediate station.

An improvement has been made in the telegraphic service of
the chief towns in North Wales; the communication between
London and Newecastie-on-Tyne has been increased ; that between
towns in the Potteries and what is known as the “ Black
Country,” and Birmingham on the one side, and Manchester on
the other has been accelerated ; and a direct wire has been pro-
vided between Bristol and Leeds, Birmingham and Leeds, and
Birmingham and Sheffield.

Much also has been done in Scotland ; and although the ar-
rangements contemplated in that part of the country have
not been quite completed, relief has been afforded, during the
pressure of business in the tourist season, to the offices at
Aberdeen, Perth, and Inverness, and in the Western Highlands.
The service north of Inverness has also been improved.

The extensive improvement of the telegraphic system in
Ireland in the years 1870 and 1871 left comparatively little to
be done in that portion of the kingdom, though steps have been
taken towards securing, as far as possible, uniformity of apparatus
there ; an alteration from which much benefit will result.

The greatest improvement, however, last year was, perhaps,
the application of the so-called “ Duplex ” system to many of
the principal wires. By means of this apparatus (the perfecting
of which 1s largely due to the American electrician, Mr. Stearns)
a telegraph wire can be worked simultaneously in opposite
directions ; and thus the transmitting power of about 70 wires,
varying in length from- a few miles to some hundreds, has been
practically doubled.

The principle of the duplex working has, I believe, been
known for a long time; but it is only within the last year that
it has been successfully applied to British telegraphs.

There has been a large increase in the telegrams for news-
papers; the number of words received for transmission having
risen from about 26,000,0001 to nearly 38,000,000, or by nearly
50 per cent.

* Sce table in Appendix, page 28, giving details.
t In the last Report the number was given erroneously as 28,000,000,
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This number, however, great as it is, gives no adequate idea of
the work done, because many of the messages have been sent to
more than one newspaper. Thus, the actual number of words
forwarded last year was more than 214,000,000.

On one occasion, when an unusual number of events of Number of
interest were reported from various parts of the country, up- ;’::‘l_fi;‘fl‘t“u‘)“
wards of 300,000 words of news, or about 150 columns of the Provincial
“Times” were transmitted from the Central Telegraph Office in Newspapers.
London in a single night. : .

The increase in the business done for newspapers has been
accompanied by an increased payment of 10,0001.

The revenue derived from wires laid down by the Post Office Private wires,
to private houses continues rapidly to increase; the amount last
year having been 47,0001 as against 38,0007. in 1872.%

The “ Special Arrangements Branch ” of the Postal Telegraph Special
Service continues to work vigorously. Special arrangements “rrangements.
were made on more than 350 occasions; causing the transmission
of 370,000 ordinary messages and 7,000,000 words of news for
the press. The income from this source was more than 20,0001 ;
being an increase of more than 25 per cent. on that of the pre-
vious year.

On two occasions last year violent storms and atmospheric Damage to

disturbances caused serious damage to the telegraphic plant, Pio*
The first of these was on the 3rd February, when owing to
heavy snow-storms serious failures occurred in the circuits to
the north of England, and to Scotland and Ireland. The
weather moderating, however, every wire was restored to full
efficiency by the night of the Gth. The second was on the
16th December, when owing to bigh winds there were again
serious interruptions in communication with the north and with
the Midland counties. All injuries, however, were repaired in
the course of the next day.

At the end of the year preparations, requiring prolonged and Remoral of
careful consideration, were made for the removal of the London Ce“‘l‘;"é):;“c""
Central Telegraph Office from the old building to the new Post e
Office in St. Martin’s-le-Grand ; and soon after the turn of the building.
year the removal was effected. So well had everything been
arranged, and so zealously and accurately were the arrange-
ments carried out, that no interruption of any kind occurred;
indeed the clerks in the provincial offices were not aware of the
change. The great telegraphic business which up to the 17th
January had been conducted in the old building in Telegraph
Street was on that night, as the clock struck ten, taken up with-
out the slightest hesitation or confusion in the new Post Office
building ; where it has been carried on ever since, with increased
advantage to the public service and with much greater ease and
comfort to the officers. My predecessor expressed himself at the
time in terms of warm approval of the skill and energy shown
in planning and carrying out this delicate, complex, and exten-

* For further details, sec Appendix, pages 290 and 30.
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sive change; and I am glad to have the opportunity of recording
my own sense of the way in which all the arrangements of the
new office have been brought into operation.

MoNEY ORDERS.*

During the last year more than 230 additional Money Order

Offices were opened; making the whole number upwards of
4,800.
. The Money Order system was also extended to Mauritius,
Smyrna, Valparaiso, and Coquimbo. It now too embraces the
whole of Egypt, instead of being confined to Alexandria and
Suez, and arrangements have been made for an exchange of
Money Orders between India and Canada.

During the International Exhibition last year in Austria,
with which country there is as yet no general exchange of
Money Orders, arrangements were made for the transaction of
Money Order business with Vienna; but the number of Orders
issued was not large.

The number of Inland Orders last year was upwards of
15,000,000 ; being an increase of about & per cent. on the number
in the previous year; and the aggregate amount of the Orders
was upwards of 25,000,000l. ; being an average of rather more
than 1/. 13s. per Order.

The proportion of Orders to population was, in England and
Scotland, about one Order to two inhabitants, but in Ireland
only one to five.

The number of Orders which passed between this country and
the colonies was upwards of 165,000 ; being an average increase
of 9 per cent. The greatest increase was in the cases of Canada
and India.

The aggregate amount was 670,000l ; of which more than
580,0007. was sent from the colonies, as against less than 90,0001
from the mother country.

Between the United Kingdom and those foreign countries
with which it exchanges Money Orders, nearly 150,000 Orders
were transmitted, amounting to upwards of 530,0007., of which
sum nearly 400,0007. came to this country.

The average increase in the Forcign Orders was nearly
40 per cent.; the greatest being in the Orders from the United
States. :

An arrangement, which was turned to much account, was
made last year in the interests of the families of militiamen,
whereby, during the period of the training season, small sums
were sent weekly by means of Money Orders, to the men’s wives
and families.

Post OFFICE SAVINGS BANKS.T
The Post Office Savings Banks have again made considerable
progress.

* For detailed information, see Appendix, page 31.
t For detailed information, see Appendix, page 34.
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The number of offices has increased by nearly 250, making Number of
a total of more than 4,800. In the London District alone there 2Vin8s banks.
are now 560; so that from almost any point in the thickly
populated portions of the metropolis one may be found within
a distance of a few hundred yards.

In order to accommodate depositors who cannot conveniently Extension of
attend during the usual hours of business, it has been the rule, :,'g;‘;i,ﬁ’;
for some years past, to receive deposits at the Receiving Houses deposits.
in London and provincial towns on Saturday evenings; and .
to afford still greater facilities arrangements were made in the
early part of last year to keep open many of these offices on
Friday evenings also.

The number of depositors has increased by about- 120,000 ; Depositors and
making the whole number at the end of the year more than a deposits.
million and a half; while the amount of deposits, including
interest due, has advanced by about 2,000,000, and at the end
of the year reached more than 21,000,000!.

Considerable as was the increase in the deposits last year, it
fell far short of what it might have been had habits of greater
sobriety and thrift prevailed in the large class that was in the
receipt of high wages, and had not trade and agriculture been
interrupted by lamentable strikes and lock-outs. '

The proportion of depositors to population was, in England Proportion of
and Wales, 1 to about 16, and in Scotland 1 to about 72; but depzjnt:zrs to
in Ireland it was only 1 to about 105; although, as heretofore, population.
the average sum belonging to each depositor was larger in
Ireland than in either England or Scotland ; being upwards
of 16l., as compared with less than 14/. in England and less
than 9. in Scotland.

With reference to the comparatively small number of de-
positors in Scotland it is right to point out that in that part
of the kingdom the ordinary banks allow interest for small sums
of money.

The sum accruing to the depositors for interest last year was Interest.
478,000, being an increase of 48,000l. on the previous year.

The cost to the Post Office of each transaction in Savings Costper tran. .
Bank business, ie, of each separate deposit or withdrawal, s"cto™
is still about Gd., as compared with 1s. in the old Savings
Banks.

More than 100 accounts last year were opened with Penny Penny banks.
Banks ; this great increase being chiefly attributed to the move-
ment set on foot by the Provident Knowledge Society.

Many persons temporarily residing abroad, in countries with Depositors
which we exchange Money Orders, avail themselves of these residingabroad.
Orders to remit money to be deposited in our Savings Banks,

. As the recent trials of two or three Postmasters for frauds in Losses from
connection with depositors’ accounts have attracted public f*ud:

notice, it may be well to mention that the total loss (all falling

upon the Post Office) which has resulted from such frauds

during the period of more than 12 years, from the establishment
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of Post Office Savings Banks to the end of 1873, was under
3,0001., or less, on an average, than 250/ a year.

Although the Department took upon itself the whole of this
loss, part of it might, in justice, have been thrown upon some of
the depositors for neglecting to observe the printed regulations,
a careful attention to which would, in many instances, have
entirely prevented any fraud.

It is gratifying to remark the extent to which the system of
the British Postal Savings Banks has been adopted by our
colonies and by foreign countries. On this point some interesting
statements, which enter into the report of Mr. Thomson, the
Controller of the Savings Bank Department, will be found in
the Appendix, page 37.

PosT OFFICE ANNUITIES AND LIFE INSURANCES.*

At the end of 1873 the number of immediate Annuities was
nearly 4,000 ; being an increase during the year of about 1,300;
and the amount payable for these annuities had risen from
46,0007. to more than 54,0001

In the number of deferred Annuities the increase was but
small. The total amount is rather more than 5,4001.

The Life Policies in the course of the year increased from
about 3,300 to more than 3,600 ; and the amount rose to more
than 280,000/, ; being an increase of 25,0001,

. LICENSES.T

Last year, the Post Office, on behalf of the Board of Inland
Revenue, issued more than a million licenses of various kinds;
being an increase of 44 per cent. on the previous year ; and the
sum received for them was nearly 500,000/, Of these licenses
more than 600,000 were for keeping dogs; being an increase of
40,000 on the number in 1872.

FoREIGN AND COLONIAL PosTs.

In the Eighteenth Annual Report it was mentioned that notice
had been received from several of the Australian Colonies of
their intention to withdraw, at the earliest time open to them,
from the arrangement under which, at the joint expense of the
mother country and the colonies, the Australian Mails were then
forwarded via Suez.

Accordingly, notice was served upon the Peninsular and
Oriental Steam Navigation Company to terminate on the 31st
December 1873 their contract for the mail service between Point
de Galle and Sydney ; and the question of making provision for
the future conveyance of the mails was taken into consideration.
The result was the despatch of a circular from the Colonial
Office to the governments of the respective Australian Colonies

* For details. see Appendix, pages 39 and 40.
t For details, see Appendix, page 41.
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and that of New Zealand, informing them that, as much diffi-
culty had been experienced in providing a service satisfactory
to the colonies, the Imperial Government did not consider it
advisable any longer to undertake the task, so far as related to
the service between Point de Galle and Australia, and would
leave this latter service to be provided by the colonies them-
selves, acting in combination.

In communicating this decision- the Imperial Government
offered to convey the colonial mails between England and Point
de Galle free of charge to the colonies, and further to contribute
one half (not, however, to exceed 40,000l. a year) of the expense
of any efficient line of packets which might be provided for
the performance of the other service.

This offer gave rise to considerable discussion and correspon-
dence ; and eventually, as your Lordships are aware, a new offer
was made to undertake the free conveyance of the Australian
mails between this country and either Point de Galle, Singapore,
or San Francisco, and in addition to surrender to the colonies,
in aid of the expense they might incur in performing the service
beyond these points, the whole of the sea postage, as well as the
British inland rate on letters coming from Australia.

This offer was in the end accepted, and the following colonial
services have been established :
1st. A line between Melbourne and Point de Galle.
2nd. A line between Brisbane and Singapore, vii Torres
Straits.
3rd. A line between Sydney and San” Francisco, calling at
two ports in New Zealand, at the Fiji Islands, and at
Honolulu. .
The above services all commenced on the cessation of the
former contract ; that is, in January last.

A new agreement has been made with the Government of Agreement
Egypt for the conveyance of the Indian and Australian mails with Egypt.
through Egypt; which, besides being advantageous to this
country financially, secures a more expeditious transmission of
the mails.

As evidence of the greater importance which the public attach Speed versus
to speed than to low rates of postage, in relation to correspon- postage.
dence with distant places, it may be mentioned that while the
postage to India and Australia by way of Southampton is 3d. less
than by the quicker route of Brindisi, nearly three-fourths of
the correspondence is sent by the Brindisi route ; 682,000 letters
to and from Australia and 940,000 to and from India having
been sent last year vid Southampton, as compared with 1,696,000
to and from Australia and 2,517,000 to and from India via
Brindisi. ¥

* For further information, including a list of mail packets with the heads of the
contracts relating to them, see Appendix, pages 26 and 27.
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STAFF OF OFFICERS.

Last year the number of officers was increased by about
2,000; being almost exactly the same increase as in the previous
year. The total is now upwards of 42,000,* of whom nearly
10,500 are employed exclusively on telegraph work.

The number of postmasters is rather more than 12,500 ; of
clerks upwards of 9,000: and of letter carriers, sorters, and
messengers, upwards of 20,000.

Of the foregoing staff, nearly 9,500 belong to the London
district ; and of these, 5,000 are attached to the chief offices in
St. Martin’s-le-Grand.

It appears from the report of Dr. Waller Lewis, the Chief
Medical Officer of the Department, that in the London district,
to which his duties are for the most part confined, the health of
the officers has, as usual, been very good; the proportion of
deaths having been as low as between seven and eight in the
thousand. Two-thirds of the deaths were caused by diseases
of the lungs.

Of the candidates for appointment medically examined last
year, upwards of 3,000 in number, only one-tenth were rejected
as unfit. Their ages varied from 13 to 25.

In the appendix, page 43, will be found some amusing
examples of the written replies made by some of these candi-
dates to questions concerning the medical history of themselves
and their families. The following are selected: “Father had
“ sunstroke and I caught it of him.” “ Sister died of compul-
“ sion.” “Toncertina in the throat.” *Pistoles on the back.”

Your Lordships are aware that about two years ago, as an
encouragement to good soldiers, an arrangement was made for
allowing a number of those who have passed into the Reserve to
obtain situations as Rural Post Messengers, by authorizing the
War Office to nominate to these appointments. This authority
has been used to the extent of 220 nominations; being about
one-fifth of the number of vacancies reported to the War Office.
In not fewer than 103 cases out of the 220 the appointment was
declined ; in 8 others the men failed to pass the medical examina-
tion ; 6 were found to be too old ; 5 refused to furnish evidence
as to their age; 13 could not be found at their addresses; 12
were rejected on the score of education; and 22 on that of
character ; leaving, with 8 nominations not yet disposed of, only
40 who were really admitted into the service ; and of these 40,
one was rejected after probation, 10 have resigned, and one *has
been dismissed.

Thus, this attempt to reward those who have done good
service of one kind by giving them employment of another kind
has proved a signal failure.

In pursuance of the arrangement adopted a few years ago for
extending female employment in the Post Office,a class of young

* For detailed information, see Appendix, page 42.
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women was last year formed as clerks in the Returned Letter
Office. Of the result, Mr. Smith, the Controller, reports very
favourably ; stating that he has been surprised at the excellence
and quantity of work done by these young women.

The observations in the last Report concerning mistaken Drunkenness.
kindness towards Letter Carriers by giving them drink, with
special reference to a practice of the sort at Manchester, appear
to have had a good effect; Mr. Beaufort, the Postmaster of
Manchester, having stated that there were fewer cases of
drunkenness during tl'e last Christmas holidays than he ever
remembered ; a result which he attributes to the notice in the
Annual Report, supported by remarks in the local newspapers.

Corroborative evidence is afforded by Mr. Hobson, Postmaster
of Glasgow, who states that at the last New Year’s day, always,
as he observes, a trying time in Scotland, he had not a single
man under the influence of liquor.

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE IN RELATION TO POSTAGE AND
MoNEY ORDERS.*

Gross Revenue.

The gross revenue from postage and Money Orders, according Gross reveuue.
to the actual receipts, last year was in round numbers 5,348,0001.;
viz,, 5,135,0001. from postage, and 2i3,000.. from Money Orders;
showing an increase of 122,000l from postage and 17,000l from
Money Orders; or a total increase of 139,000/ on the nominal
gross revenue of the previous year.

To arrive, however, at the true revenue 36,000.., an amount
paid by the Inland Revenue Commissioners in 1872 in excess of
the value of the postage stamps sold by their distributors, should
be deducted frcm the gross revenue of that year, and 25,0001
the amount underpaid by the Commissioners last year should
be added to the gross revenue of 1373. Subject to this adjust-
ment and to a few minor adjustments, the gross revenue for
1873 was 5,371,000l. as compared with 5,164,000/. in 1872;
showing a real increase of 207,0001.

Of the revenue from Money Orders 5,000!. was derived from
unclaimed Orders; a sum which includes a balance of nearly
1,500L. from the old “Void Order Fund,” which until 1871, as
stated in the Eighteenth Annual Report, had been used in aiding
the officers of the Department to insure their lives, but which in
that year, with the exception of this outstanding balance, was
paid into the Exchequer.

Ezxpenditure.

The expenditure last year was 3,793,000l ; showing an in- Expenditare.
crease of 108,000..

* For full details, see Appendix, pages 44, 45, and 46.
34669. B
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The chief items of expemse were 1,775,000l. for salaries,
wages, pensions, &c.; 945,0001. for conveyance by mail packets
and private ships; 644,000l. for conveyance by railways;
148,0001l. for conveyance by coaches, carts, and omnibuses; and
81,000!. for buildings and repairs.

These items, as compared with those in 1872, exhibit an
increase of 98,000l. in salaries, &c.; of 17,000 for conveyance
by mail packets and private ships; and of 25,000l for convey-
ance by railways; but a decrease of 35,000l. for buildings and
repairs.

Net Revenue.

The net revenue for 1873, adjusted in the same manner as
the gross revenue, was 1,578,0000. as compared with 1,479,000l
the adjusted net revenue for 1872; showing an increase of
99,000!., or more than 6% per cent.

I have the honour to be,
My Lords, .
Your Lordships’ obedient humble Servant,
JOHN MANNERS.
General Post Office,
15 July 1874.
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APPENDIX (E.)

Official Correspondence,

AN EsTivate of the WEIGHT of CORREBrONDENCE carried. and the VALur of PosrtaL
ServVICE performed for the following Public Offices in the Year 1873.

Great Britain. Ireland. Total.
NAMES oF OFFICES. ' -
Weight. | Amount. | Weight. . Amount. | Weight. lAmount.
0z, £ oz. £ 0z, 2
Adjutant General - — — 56,000 260 56, 260
Admiralty, Lords Commmloncrs of - | 893770 17,840 —_ —_ 898,770 17,840
Army Medical Depnrtmcn - - — —_ 22,000 100 22,000 100
Board of Trade - - | 874,480 2,860 —_— - 874,460 2,860
Census Commm'-nonorn - - - 4.730 50 —_ — 4,780 ’ 50
Central Loan Fund - - - . - 2,200 10 2,200 10
Chancellor, The Lord - - - H 400 60 —_ —_ 14,400 [
ity Commissioners - . - 33,080 170 —_ —_ 38,080 170
gll:el:es lﬁos h:} Sec s D i - 26,170 149 — —_ 26,170 140
ief an nder re ry, Dublin _ _
et ond 1 '} 300000 | 1,360 | 300,000 | 1,360
Civil Service Commlsuoncrs - -1 125320 530 - - 125,320 5%
gg{om:‘} Ollgced - " E t C - 219,210 7,690 —_— 249,210 7,690
on nd an mlgm ion Com- _ _
missioners - } 4250 L 4,250 o
Commander of the Forccs .. - - - 12,000 65 '
Commissariat Department - - - —_— 111,000 500
Constabulary Office - - - — — 130,000 600
Convict Prisons, Diroctors of - . —_ — 60,000 270
Council Office - - - - -1 609,300 2,920 — -
Court of Chancery - - - - 14,260 60 - —
Court of Prohate - . - 71,130 310 —_ —
Crown Office, House of Lonlu - . 8,360 30 — —
Ditto (Scotland) - . - 61,440 2060 — -
Customs - - - - - 401,930 1,960 15,000 70
Kducation Board - - - - 30,560 90 | 300,000 1,300
Endowed Schools - - 53,230 230 - -
Exchequer and Audit Dcpartmcnt - 33,000 200 — —
Fines and Penalties Oﬂlce - - — 115,000 360
Foreign Office - - | 143060 5.660 — -
General \nluatlon Oﬂicc . . - — 30,000 130
Home Office - - -| 353.630 l 870 — —
Inland Revenue® - - - - | 1,925,300 8,200 | 230,000 1,040
nspector of Fisheries - - - -—_ — 35,000 160
nspector General of Prisons - . —_ 10,000 40
Insurances md Annuitics - - 4,580 20 - -
Irish Office - 556,420 250 —_ -—
Lord Lneuwmmt and I’nvato Secretury — —_ | 10,000 45
Mercantile Marine - 34,650 W = -
Merchant Seamen, chlsmr of - - 382,600 2,180+ — —_
Nationsl Debt Cffice - - 29,240 10, — -—
Ordnance Survey - - - —_ - 35,000 160 |
Paymaater of Civil 8ervi lcoa - - — - 90,000 400
Paymaster General - - - 77,8620 560 — - :
Local Governmmt Board - - | 696,950 2,840 | 180,000 770
Public Record Offi - - - - — 2,300 10
uartermaster Gcnenl -8 - - - - 18, 0.)0 80
ueen’s Remembrancer (Scotland) - 60 -
ister House, Edmburgh B - 160 — .
Registrar Generalt - - 1,010 560.000 1450
Ditto ditto (Seotlnnd) - - —_ -
Registrar of Fricndly Socicties - - ) - -
Science and Art Depu.rtment - 3,610 ! —_ —_
Statiouery Offico - . 170 1 15,000 55
of Superyision (Scotlmd) - . 1200 — —_ !
Tithe Commissloncrs - . 230 —_ - !
Treasu B' - - - 2,140 — —_ '
War Office} - 20,130 68,000 300 |
‘Woods and Porents. Commissioners of - 260 | — - |
‘Works and Buildings, Commissioners of 520 | 110,000 500
ToTALs - - - 96,815

* Including about 125,000 oz. charged with Book Postage.
t 175,000 »

: .
Note.—The Charge for Po:
since the 31st March 1868.

000 . -

cial I‘ostaF« up to t
he

t date was
present Estimate is framed

of Official Corrc;xﬂxondence has not been é)rovulcd for in the Bstimates
'he Estimate of O
principle of charging Inward Letters at the unpaid rate.

ed on the
on the

principle of charging Inland and Colonial Lettcrs, im.wards and outwards, at the prepsid reto,

. o
—— —
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APPENDIX (G.)
Colonial and Foreign

Contracts.

Line of Packets. Payment.

Com- :
mencement. Termination.

i
AUBTRALY X £
Point de Galle and 8ydney (see Note) - | 13 Feb. 1868 - On 31st December 1873 - - (a) 130,000

BRAZIL, RIVER PLATE, AND CHILI:
Monthly Service from Southampton - | 1Jan.1884 - On 81st December 1874 - - (5) 38,500

Monthly Service from Liverpool - 1June1870 - On 6 months’ notice - - * 2908
‘Weekly service from Liverpool -| 1Jan.1873 - On30th June 1878, if 12 months’ * 12,300
] previous notice has been given.
Goop Hoprr - . - | 1July 1868 - On 80th June 1876, if 12 months’ € 97,013
Care ox | previous notice has been given. '
EAsT INDIES, CiINA, and JAPAN - - | 1April1869 - On 81t January 1880, if 24 (e) 450,000
mouths’ previous notice has '
been given.
EAST COAST OF AFRICA : )
AsAden and Zanzibar - . - | 6Dec.1872 - | On 5th December 1882 (d) - 10,000 |
Table Bay and Zaunzibar - =| 1Aug. 1878 - | On 8th February1881 . . 20,000 ‘
NORTH AMERICA :
United States
Cunard Line - - - -| 1Jan.1869 - | On 12 calendar months’ notice, 70,000
}1;]& not before 31st Deccmber
Inman Line - - =| 1May1869 - Ditto . - 35,000
North German Lloyd’s Line -| 6May1870 - | On 12 calendar months’ notice - * 8,607
British North America: 16,50 (
Queenstown and Halifax - - | Contract with | Canadian Government - -{ Imperial }»
. bution, &m
Intermediate

Halifax, Bermuds, and 8t. Thomas | 1Jan.1868 - | At the end of 1877, if 12 months’
previous notico has been given.

New York and Nassau - Contract with | Bahamas Government - -4 {Imperial eonm-}

bunon, 2708

1 Jan. 1873 - | On 30th June 1878, if 12 months'

Pacrerc - - - . . 5 3
previcus nctice has been given.

‘WgsT IND
Bi-monthly Secrvice . = | 1Jan.1864 - | On38l1st Deccmber1874 - - (e) 172,914
Additional Services -
Liverpool and Puerto Cnbello, - ' 20 Oct.1869 - | On 6 months’ notice - - *1,889
pico, and Santa Martha.

Belize and Jamaica - - Contract with Honduras Government - -{ Imperial %m}

bution, 2,000
8t. Kitts, Nevis, and Montserrat - | 1 Jan. 1864 - | On 6 months’ notice - . 490
8t. Thomas and Porto Rico - - | 1Jan.1871 - | On 81st December 1874 - - 1,000

bution, 300
No Contract. - - - - - ® 6,064

600
Turk’s Island and St. Thomas - | Contract with | Turk’s Island Government -{ Imperial eonm-}‘

‘WEST COAST OP AFRICA . -

Note.—This contract is now superseded by the arrang t tioned in the text,
(a) The actual Pagment for the Austnlian service was 129,000/.—an abatement of 5007. nﬁw e on account of the
dnoontmusnoe of the Admiralty Survey, and a further abatement of 500I. on account of withdrawal of Naval

Subject to a deduction of 400l. on t of the withdrawal of Naval Agents.

An abatement of 1,000, is sllowed by the Company on account of the wnhdnwd of Naval Agents.

This Contract may terminate on the 31st January 1880 provided that six calendar months’ notice "be given by

ostmaster General in the event of the existing Contract with the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation
Company coming to an end.

General Post Office, London, June 1874.
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APPENDIX (G.)
Packet Service.

Esti- o
. Estimated
Ponaltics & Premiums Contributions ﬁ":g;% ‘f:g;i Rate of Postage Nul:tbt:r t;f
e or A rs
for towards the Cost Searo of Sea) British | per singlo Letter, | carried by
Overtime. X Letters, | on the excluding the Packeis
Undertime. of the Bervice. News- vice| 'Transit Rates. Dimrectpgz)tilnjs
papers, &c. .
£ £ No.
2004. for every (On outward| Australian and New Zealand, 85,000 65,000 6d. 2,337,000
24 hours. voyage, 50J.| 64,5000,
for every
urs.
501, for every | 28l. for
12 hours. every 12
) hours.
%‘;ﬂ‘g},’d‘w o b o e o o] 3000 | NiL 1. No account
taken.
pqyme;;fil for
e ours.
Ditto = |« - -
50i. for every | - - |- - - - - 28,500 1,500 1s. 400,000
24 hours.
501. per - | 251. per'day| ¢ India, 120,0000. - . Mediterranean 6d.
per day per {Au.stralia and New} 140,000 | 145,000 {In@ia & Ceylon 9d. }2,950,000
Zealand, 30,0007, China, &c. 1s.
- - ‘One half of the cost of con- - - - -
veyance across the At-
lantic b;
Mails { mthe
. or
. . - . repaid by the Goverm 54000 | 57,000 3d. 10,800,000
ment of that Colony.
The amount thus to be re-
covered for the year
1873 is about 160. J
N ° ° CaDngdi.uq
minion -
8d. No
d New-
SO. for every |- - -|- - - - - 4,000 25,000 a;lundlam‘l} }wcount
12 hours. Bermuda - 6d. taken.
. . . Bahamas - 1s.
One-eighth part| - -l- - - - - 17,000 Nil. 1s. 6d. "
of ordinary
payment for
every 24 hours.
50l. for every | 25l. for |
12 hours. every 12
hours.
Ot;e—eishtppart - e .
of
Mth for
every 24 hours.
- . e - e o= = e -] 18000 100,000 1s. .
- - B I §
. - I I - . - . 6,000 Nil. 6d. "

* The payments in these cases depend upon the amount of correspondence conveyed by the packets.

t 1nternational and T'ransit Letters only.

(e) An additional sum of 2,000l. is %aid to the Company for landing the mails at Plymouth. Deductions amounting
t0 1,315/. are made on account of the withdrawal of Naval Agents and sorting officers, and further deductions,
amounting to 2,784!., are made on account of alterations of route.

GRORGE CHETWYND,
Receiver and Accountant General.
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APPENDIX (H.)

NunBer of MaiLs daily between London and other Post Towns in England and Wales.

APPENDIX (L)

A.—Telegraphic Messages.

TABLE showing, to the nearest Thousand, the Number of Messages
(exclusive of Press and News Messages) forwarded from Postal
Telegraph Stations in the United Kingdom during each Month of
1872 and 1873.

Number Number
Month. of Messages, of Messages, Increase.
1872. 1878.

January - - - 1,055,000 1,248,000 188,000
February - - 1,014,000 1,184,000 170,000
March - - - 1,096,000 1,400,000 304,000
April - - - 1,221,000 1,350,000 129,000
May - - - - 1,233,000 1,488,000 255,000
June - - - 1,195,000 1,432,000 237,000
July - - - - 1,385,000 1,595,000 210,000
August - - 1,466,000 1,642,000 176,000
September - - 1,398,000 1,561,000 168,000
October - - - 1,371,000 1,578,000 207,000
November - - - 1,324,000 1,488,000 164,000
December - - 1,105,000 1,385,000 280,000

Total - - 14,858,000 17,346,000 2,488,000




29

*0£81 YOIV 381§ Y3 pue (Lrvnuup qIgE) )Ep IUY) WIAMINQ PINIOIE

qorqA s[8) omos os[e apnpu £3q) pue ¢ J3J8UrI} AY3 18 NP 3190J 33 Aq parmboe aram yoiga ‘sstuedwo)) ydeiBape], Y0 pue , RvVALLT [USIATA() ,, 3P¥]
Y Jo swdaisdg oI\ AreALLT Y3 JO s[eIudy 91832133 oy o8 ‘081 YOIBRY I8[E Ol I8 JUALIND S|RUIY [BI0], Y} S8 ‘TWN[0d 98 3} UT UL sasnBy oqy, o
or U L00'L¥ 0 3l 058 0 ¢ 109G 0 & 98L1 0 ¥I 830G o 110383 |- - = ¥L8lst
or 6 98¥'8s ¥ 91 8389 01 0 88%3 9 91 681 0 31 0351 0 L 0681 |- - SL-BL81
9 €I L09'l¢ 0 II gu5'8 0 81 OII‘t 0 L 3o¥l 0 9 68¥ 0 0 €39 - - BL-1L81
9 T Teo'ss 0 9 9091 9 ¢ TsP 0 ¥ L3¢ 9 9l S¥¢ 0 0 1ot - - 1L-0481
9 91 S5¥'9%s | - - - - - s - - - - -1 - - - 0L81 YIIBH 1918 97} I8 JUNOWY
p v ¥ p e ¥ P s ¥ P v ¥ p v ¥ P ¥
— “QoIey *19qUad3Q saquandag ‘ounp
[eowemg oq Jo T8 x 151¢ papua 1 g Ppud 0§ papud 708 papue
pua o3 ¢ Eo““ﬁ aq) Ioyend) anend) Jauend) Jarend) -2 X Temg
JUILIND S[RIUIY Sk
a18deuddy FELOU] [BI0,
A pauTeIqo S[EIUIY [PUONIPPE BN

*5.189 X 9S0([} JO [08a U (YOIBJY IS[g) 08P SUres o} 38 STVINAY ALVOAAODY LAN OYj pus ‘I8a X [8loUBUL] [O¥0 Ul GSBIOU]
[910, o) YA € J0JSUBI} OY} OOUIS SIBOX INOJ O JO Yowd ul “roprund) £q Jowsnd) ‘STIVINY TYNOILIAAY LAN 0q) Jummoys xTav],

"SOITM 0)BALI—'d
‘poruguoo—(T) XIANTIIV



30

‘UOPUOT uf $OJJAN 00104 JO WMELS O} JO UOISUNAXO O[QUIOPIIUOO £104 ¥ HuTpn[ouUY .

208'¢ | 9%6‘c| 688°1] 98¢ | 36L | L¥3 | oL1 | 98% | &8 611 | LLL | 8% gr1 | OST | %9 ¥S1 | 641 | 8¢ - ¥.-8L81
LIL'E |P61°G | 860°T) 81S | 6¥8 | BL1 |«063 |aliF | 3L 88 8.1 | 88 9¢ gor | L8 ¥8 S6 142 - 8.-5L81
661G ISve'y | ¥16 | sL1 | 863 | 06 99 L8 L8 e¥ gel | 81 €% v 81 182 6% 44 - B8l
{
930'c | 350y | ¥&8 | s3L | 18 6% (44 8 91 1w 61 T Le %9 91 4 4 9 - 12-0.81
106°T | 1.6 | SLL — — — - — — - — — —_ —_ — — —_ — | 0LSY YOIB] WL 3P IV
! |
[ e — _ (o) ,|1"v_ ! !
s 81 glg slg|lgsi¢elg s, ¢|lg B8ig|¥g|8|¢
m g | g £ sl 5| | & 5|2 % 3§ m @ | g &2 |35
B ! =]
g g |z |z RERE 0 2| 2 &
5 5 | g R 5 F | &
T - o o o ‘ded) [eroueuly
“qOIVIY 1518 *daquaoa(J I81¢ “taquardog qiog "aunp og
E150.¢ -Iea X 3y} 10§ PapUa Jauend) Ppapua Joprend) P3pUd JajIeNY) Papus Iaprend)
[slousul] jo pUy %8 9883I0U] 810, e _ |
Iquny [810],
*as8a10uY 19N

‘OL8T YT 5[ oY) WOJJ ‘DIIA\ 9IBALLJ JO U] UO @sn U
SINEWAHISN] PUB ‘AUIA JO SATIJ ‘SLOVHINOD THIM ALVAINJ JO WEARAN OU} Ul ASVAHON] FAISSAHDOHJ oq} Jurmoys INARALVLG

"SOITM O1BALIT—'d

panurguodo—(D) XIANAIIV




31

o1 - - - ‘0130 - 90 - 19 “ ‘wio -
mwo - ot % (6)0 ¢ 90 - ® . o0 I
oro - ‘8 - ‘1830 «“ $0 - 18 ‘ ‘830 “ 0 T - 10T 3urpoddxo §0U gnq g4 aA0qE “
6 0 - ‘8 .« L350 .“ g0 - 3 “« 130 « 6 0 - ‘1L wﬂgs J0u gnq “4g 9A0qE «
. 30 - U - ‘19 Jo “ % 0 - °71Jopun pue ‘s1 Jo “ 90 - *79 3urpasox 301 Jnq “23 oA0qe “
Lo - *19 Jopun pus Jgjosums o ([ 0 - - ‘01 JopuUn sumMs Joy | € m - - - ‘13 $uIpesoOId Jou SWNS J04
) P e P
*UOISSIUIWOY) JO §938Y JUosMJ “HOISSIUIWIO)) JO 898y JIULIOY
—:SMO[[0} 98 PAONPAI #BA 8IOPI() AOUOJ PUEIU] UO UOESIUIWIOD oqy 12681 LeIY uT 4
} ‘201 0} °7¢ WOJJ POPUIAXD FRM JOPIO S[JUTS B JO JUNOWE JO JIWI] OF) §YST AIenuef JO 95T Y3 UQ .
P9 01 °PY *S1 WOJY “7¢ BuIpadDXd J0U Puv “23 0A0QqE8 wWns Lus 104 | *pg 01 *pY WOy 75 Burpasoxd jou wns £us J0g
—: SMO[[0] 88 PADNPAI SBM SIIPIQ LOUOJL UO UOISSITITIOd 043 OFST UL
T | )
.uo.w_a 1§09 |8 60000062 929'SI1°T}  ‘TL 03I G _«2 i L ‘ FIZ00L'T] OFQTRG ‘803 (8 | 6 5~.e§.n_ 9808231 Loy _ 9 |8 |09L'639'13 qco.v.ew.ﬂ_ - - - 8.8t
‘suostad £ : 7 |
£10AD 03 ¢ | OL | BT ZPLEI0HA 651'786°CY) 90T | 0L ' ¥1 ! 009°20¢'T! 8L0'ST6 ‘€037 | QT I 8T nco.sa.u.. 639 FIT'L 3031 | OT | 9T |GL1'9L8°03 BSH106'TT| - - - 881
-suostod g "suostod 9 | -suosaod ¢ | ‘suosted g ]
£20A0 093 | ©1 | 92 £89°60L'12 088 GANB ALa0 03 T | #1 | 07 £104003 1 | ¥1 | ¥3 | $LS'O8LT) 116'686 |41940 03 T | 1 | 03 LIS'9OS'ST QL8‘L30T| - - -  JUST
—_ 8T | 61 LOL'G18°61 SRE'SRL'6 - ol ' ¢t — 18 _ T | 199°00¢°1| S0Z76L - LT | 03 (0S6'¥S%'OT 895°691'S | 0L-988 “
— 63 508" W'y - 9% T - 18 _ 1% | $EV'ENG'T| LI¥ 69 _ 63 | 03 |L9L°TZ0'V1 963'66LD |¢90~T98T i
- £& x 9'9 - o% |81 - 9% | 98 | 68T'SLE | 160939 - 83 | 63 [G1%'868°0T L07'8L9'Q | 09-998T -
- $3 | L3 911166 6SC°61E'S — JAGHAS 80 | 809°L0F — 81 _ L | CON'6OL | QOB'RTY - L3 | 08 |LT'SB¥'S 9¥0'968'F | 90-1S8T «“
—_ 19 | 69 _rﬁnfua.h _..K....m.cd, — 2L 0L | TSU'SRS | L49Lg — 0L | 8L | 969°089 | LST'¥LE - §9 | 99 |189'699'9 Mﬁ.a.rdn‘n 09-9%81 “
— |vw| msoozueey sovears | — | 058 L swoss | ssrRer | — | LIS 606) 96GOSE | 98001 | — | | SIGO'UIEY L2600 | L { it 8
- — | — 98098 LBLLSS - — — | T L09'8S - — | — | 086’08 | 939'IS - — | — [Le8'R08 ¥OLBEY | - - - 0¥81
- — | — ¥3U'e1e  [1E6'sST - —  — | S6'L¥ <1008 - - ; — | s9L'ez 8191 - — | — [£00°0%8  S3LT¥T | - - = esst
g | , 3 ! E 7 |
ﬂ 5 g5 5l E 5,5
u galga ‘uonwy (S 6|2 8! ‘uone; (92831 ‘uoye] S 8(S 3
“ndod mm wm ndod (2323 “ndod wm_mw ndod wm uxm
0. nssy . . 0} pousst 5 = ; . 0} ponsst N . 03 ponsst . 5
Pwev._o. 2 m junoury|-1oqun N E_u? o _m < mm_ Junomy|oquny Ewevuo m m Junomy|1equin N| Eww.. 0 m _m JUNOUXY [*zequum N
Louom jo m.m m..m Lanol Jo _m.m 2% Louoly Jo m.m m..m KLouopy Jo m.m _m..m
juopaodorg| =15 g uorgaodosd = 2 |5 o uorjdodody .Qm "g uoraododd .%m Sg ) 4
HIE | g g HE 3 2
*ROAONIY QILINQ ANV “aN V11008 STV AKXV CXVIORH
‘9UAqH() ANVIN] .

*SIOPIQ LAOUOI

(r) XIANIJIAV




32

*9[quY, SIq} Ul UGALY 0q J0UTSD &IdL SNOLAGId U 0893 J» JUNOWS PUB JBQUNU OY3 ‘SIIPIO TFUO0) 073
woyy pejuredos a1d4 uSero] o3 YorYA ul Jeak J8IP 03 Fum 1L8[ O Inq ¢ GOST U} $oLUNO) USAIO YIla PUN ‘Dg8I Ul PAIUIWIUIOD SIJUO[OD OY3 Y3LA ssouysnq JopiQ LQUO— 90N

' 1
L _o 1.«.8».8_ 3Tyl 5% _ 8__-8.5 S08'L5T | BSE'L6S | 003'L0T | 9BL'SST | B0g'oy | o |6 | TST'ILO | L0s'09 | 0880 | 0L9WT |e3ves |ST'B |- - LT
] |
u _ (14 83_5.3_ SLEEYY ST 5_ 600'3L8 | 093901 | 1L8°LL3 | 6O¥'LL | 8ST¥8 | 19.'83 | %9 | 19 | 36869 | SLT'SST | $00°029 | TVEIST | $38'¢8 | 88808 | - - 88t
, |
- _ - sa.%hﬂm_ 839'895'31] — _ - nsm.-u: 1YLy zﬂs_ 30983 us”.us eoust | — | — BﬂSe TIz'eyL Snman BT 5%8 ess'et - - wusr
o - T ! ! |
mm_mm “yunowry | -squmy mm_m m.w.?sﬁ__.._sa..z. junomy|-2equny “junoury|zeq z..mm.mm._éaoﬂ.sna:z;ﬁgs Joquum | “junoury|-zequmy
1 -
VW_Nm VMQNm ! v.w. Nm
gsizs .w E ! [eiEs
ER ZE| - 18 =% 5% -8aLI3UNO; 3404 | *mopaut wp |28 (g% . *891U0 -mo el
2237 womouans 185 5w uiog [Heguvod wonsin pn SE(5% oo g | 0 | ez g
88| pusurgormor | § & ML ponssysiopip | pemsssiopio | £ & PonsSs{GI0pI) | POnSST 810pI0 20K
ﬁ_ - 1_ =i e
“IvI0J, AKVED ‘SYIqUQ KOITHOL ‘SERAEQ TYINOTOD
*8I0PIO AOUO

‘panuwapuod—( ¢) XIANAIIV



33

APPENDIX (J.)—continued.

Money Orders.

TABLE showing the Amount (to the nearest Pound) of Money Order
Transactions between the United Kingdom and the principal

Colonies during the Year 1873.

Issues
Colony. on the United Issues
Kingdom. on Colony.
. £ £

Australia - - - - 148,014 29,921
British America - - - - 163,138 33,899
Cape Colony - - - - - 11,231 2,800
India - - - - 57,735 2,673
New Zcaland - - - 48,760 6,656
South and West Africa - 23,308 1,207
West Indies - - - - 91,126 2,909

TaBLE showing the Amount (to the nearest Pound) of Money Orger
Transactions between the United Kingdom and the principal
Foreign Countries during the Year 1873.

Issues Issues
Country. on United on Foreign
Kingdom. Country.
£ £
Belgium - 15,652 10,738
Denmark - 2,005 2,176
France - 1,857 8,638
Germany - 30,246 39,321
ftaly - 4,997 7,097
Netherlands - 4,000 3,197
Switzerland - 5,408 11,516
United States - 275,453 48,370
34669. c
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APpPENDIX (K.)—continued.

RETURN of the BaLANCE SHEETS of the Post OFFICE Saivings Baxks for the
Year 1873 ; showing the Balance due to Depositors, the Amount of Expenses
remaining unpaid, the Value of Securities at the Cost Price, less Depreciation of
those which are Terminable by Lapse of Time, Amount of Cash in Hand,
and Dividends accrued but not received at the end of the Year, and the Surplus
or Deficiency of Funds to meet Liabilities. (So far as relates to the National
Debt Office.)

Value of such Dividends
Securities standing in the Names of the Sw&xg:x%ln%the accrued but net
Commissioners for the Reduction of the National Debt leofst{‘)eprec{‘aitign received
. of those whicl
on account of the Post Office 8avings Banks Fund. are Terminable at the end of
by Lapse of Time. the Year.

) £ s d. £ s d. £ a4
Consolidated 3. per Cents . - 1913353 12 2 1,758,878 16 0 27,920 8 0
Reduced 32. per Cents - -| 1,427,658 18 3 1,309,771 14 0 10236 14 9
New 3L per Cents - - -] 3509272 211 3,188,823 6 0 2516212 7
New 2{l. per Cents - - -| 1,000,000 0 O 765,050 0 0 12,160 6 6
Turkish Guaranteed 4Z. per Cent. Bonds 108,800 0 0 108,971 10 0 1,797 11 3
Church Temporalities, Ircland, Bonds | 3,800,000 0 0 3,800,000 0 0 64,936 19 7
A atation Act, dussog Lo yeat ool
c.l;f,. Dec.ember.1873—_34 ¥y 3-5 Vict:} 380,926 1 1 380,926 1 1 6686 5 0

Annuities for Terms of years expiring) {(a) 987,700 8 8
at various periods of the year 18858 -} per annura 9152943 0 0 577,489 0 0

Red Sea and India Telegraph Annui-}{(3) 8,100 0 0
ties, expiring 4th August 1908 - } per annum 57808 0 0 1255 0 0

Annuities of :‘lil m;glcxlnt 5umPcien9 to
re sums advan under r'ensions
Gommutation Acts 32 £33 Vict. c.52. | (©) 70847 18 0
glls:_:aa Vict. c. 36., to31 Decem- pe
- - e ..

428,718 0 0 83,378 0 0

£ 120961838 7 1 781,031 17 8

Add Value of Securities -« -] 20,961,888 7 1
Cash Balance in Bank of England - 257118 8

£ 121745442 3 0

NoTe.—The value on 31st December 1873 of the several Terminable Annuiti 5, and .
in Column 1, will be found by adding the sums in Colnmns 2 and 3 together. fes (@ o

. C. RIVERS WILSON,
National Debt Offi Comptroller General.
22nd lh;eisu. P
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APPENDIX (K.)—continued.

ExTrACT from the Report of the Controller of the Post Office
Savings Banks.
* * * * »

“ Foreign governments as well as financiers and statisticians in Attention of
various countries, colonial and otherwise, continue to look to our Fereign
system of Post Office Savings Banks as a model for practical imitation, Governments
and a guide in developing schemes for encouraging saving habits “}g‘e system

. . . of Post Office
among the population. In February 1873 the directors of the National Savings Banks.
Savings Bank at Pesth were furnished with information to aid them in ;=
introducing a system of Post Office Savings Banks into Hungary ; and __°. gary
in November last the United States Government, which in 1871 had g."ﬁegam
obtained full information, applied for and was furnished with the :
particulars of alterations and improvements made since that time.

+ “ The government of France has fully recognised the importance France.

of fostering anew the Caisses d’épargne as powerful means of social

renovation after the late war, and, with reference to the measure for

their development at present before the National Assembly, several

articles by Monsicur A. de Malarce, an eminent statistical writer,

have appeared in the Ecomomiste Frangais, and the Journal des

Débats, containing remarkable testimony to the influence exercised,

not only in France, but in Austria, by the success of our system of Austria.

Post Office Savings Banks. The writer who, in 1870, obtained much

information personally at this Department, appears to have been sent

on a mission to Vienna last year respecting the Austrian Sparcassen,

which he found to be on a most extensive scale, and in a very flourish-

ing condition, their capital at that time being 60,400,000.., which was

even larger than that of the whole of the English Savings Banks,

Post Office and old banks included, namely 59,600,000/ It will be
remembered that in 1871 the Austrian government obtained full
information respecting the system of our Post Office Savings Banks.

M. de Malarce also gives some interesting statistics as regards the Comparison of
comparative investments in Savings Banks iun certain countries. He Savings Bank
estimates such investments throughout Europe, exclusive of Turkey m‘l'_::i'm"’“ n
and Russia, at 200,000,000/. of which France, since the war, has only yo°° OI;E?:::;Q.
21,600,000!. (the amount before the war having been 30,000,000l.)

As regards Europe this gives 19s. 2d. per head of population, and the

following are the proportions for each inhabitant in the countries

named :—
£ s d.
.England - - - - 116 9
Austria - - - - 11210
France - - - - 012 0

“ The movement in England and Belgium respecting Penny Banks Subject of
is largely dilated on by M. de Malarce, and he gives much prominence Penny Banks
to the report of the interview of the deputations from the Society of fﬁ,ﬂ?ﬁ‘ﬁﬁx
Arts, and the Provident Kunowledge Society, with the Postmaster )

General in December last.

“ The legislature of the Australian colony of Victoris, which in Shilling limits
1865 established a system of Post Office Savings Banks with regula- of Deposits
tions similar to ours in nearly every clause, except that relating to the adopted by

limit of deposits, has recently found it necessary to adopt our rule {‘,elg't:::"" of



Desire for
extension of
limit of
Deposits in
the United
Kingdom.

38

against depositing fractional parts of a shilling; a change which is
somewhat remarkable in view of recent proposals to do away with that
restriction in our case. It may here be mentioned that, while almost
from the outset of the Post Office Savings Banks, numerous applications
have been received from depositors and persons interested in their wel-
fare, for an extension of the annual and total limit of deposits, the expres-
sion of any strong desire for the lowering of the minimum below one
shilling is but recent, having emanated not from the deposxtots them-
selves but principally 'from the Provident Knowledge Society.”

* » * * *

oy
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APPENDIX (L.)—continued.

(IL) TaBre showing the Number and Amount of CoNTRACTS entered into from
the Commencement of Business on 17th April 1865 to the 31st December
1873, and the Number and Amount of Contracts in existence on the 3lst
December 1873. :
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APPENDIX (N.)

Staff of Officers.

AT the end of 1873 the Staff of Officers was as follows, as compared

with the Staff at the end of 1872.

On 31st of On 31st of
Dec. 1872. Dec. 1873.
1. Officers in British Isles : —
(A.) Staff employed either wholly in postal
duties (including Money Order and
Savings Bank business,) or partly in
postal and partly in telegraph dunes,
1 | Postmaster General - 1
7 | Secretary, second secretary, assmtant secre- 7
tary, assistant under-secretaries, surveyor
general for Scotland, and secretary for
Ireland.
21 | Other superior officers in the Metropolitan 21
offices, viz. : heads of departments, chief
clerks, &c.
17 | Surveyors - - - - - 15
12,241 | Postmasters - - - -1 12,529
2,742 | Clerks, &c. - - - 2,954
15,409 | Letter carriers, sorters, messengers, &e. - | 16,072
94 | Mail guards and porters - - 101
6 | Marine mail officers - - - 6
30,538 31,706
(B.) Staff engaged exclusively on telegraph
duties, viz.:
19 | Chief engineers and other superior officers - 19
5,915 | Clerks, subordinate engineers, &c. - 6,309
3,657 | Messengers, &c. - - - - 4,130
9,591 10,458
29 | 1I. Postmasters, clerks, letter carriers, &e. in 24
the colonies, the posts of which are under
the direction of the Postmaster General.
29 24
50 | III. Agents in foreign countries for col- 48
lection of postage, &c.
50 48
40,208 42,236
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APPENDIX (O).

ExTRrACT from the Medical Officer’s Report.
» * * * *

“ Appended are a few examples of replies of candidates in making
their written statements as to the medical histories of their families or
themselves. It is to be hoped that in future years the effects of com-
pulsory education may be shown by rendering such replies among the
things of the past :—

¢ Father had sunstroke and I caught it of him.”
“ My little brother died of some funny name.”
« A great white cat drawed my sister’s breath and she died of it.”
‘ Apperplexity.”
¢ Parasles.”
“1 caught Tiber fever in the Hackney Road.”
¢ T had goarnders.”
¢ Burralger in the head.”
¢ Rummitanic pains.”
# Shortness of breadth.”
¢ Carracatic fever.”
“Indigestion of the lungs.”
“ Sister was consumpted, now she’s quite well again.
“ Sister died of compulsion.”
‘ Toncertina in the throat.”
¢ Pistoles on the back.”
. . » » .

”
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APPENDIX (R.)

GRross REVENUE, CosT of MANAGEMENT, and NET REVENUE of the
Post OrricE of the UNrTep KingDoM, since the Year 1837.*

Postage
Year. Rev?x:z:?(a)' Mng;);::f;nt. Net Revenue. | Governmg:t
Departments.
£ Y £ £
1838 (8) - - | 2,346,278 686,768 1,659,510 45,156
1889(c) - - | 2,890,763 756,999 1,633,764 44,377
1840(d) - - | 1,359,466 858,677 500,789 90,761
A}:‘gﬁ‘;ﬁf_‘g 1,658,214 1,001,405 656,809 112,468
, 1846-50 2,143,717 1,304,772 838,944 110,798
» 1851-55 2,569,836 1,441,834 1,128,502 157,003
» 1856-60 3,135,587 1,785,911 1,349,676 145,566
» 1861-65 3,891,568 2,074,188 1,817,380 184,912
» 1866-70 | 4,618,146(f) 2,419,926 2,198,220 92,877 (¢)
1871 - - | 4,900454(g) 2,559,797 2,340,657 —
1872 - -| 5,208,922 2,754,764 2,154,158 —
18738 - - | 5,348,040 2,846,707 2,501,383 -

* In this Table the Revenue does not include the produce of the Impressed Stamp on News-
gapers, and the Exﬁenditure does not include either the cost of the Packet Service or that of
tationery. The Finance Accounts relating to the Post Office from 1838 to 1859 inclusive
having been constructed in this manner, the same arrangement (so far as this table is con-
ee:r:zg. except that, with a view to greater accuracy the liabilities of the year have been sub-
stituted for the disbursements) has been continued subsequently, with a view to facilitate
ongmmiZemrtThe correct revenue of the Post Office for the year 1873 will be found at page 17
of this Report.
a) Namely, the Gross Receipts after deducting the Returns for “ Refused Letters,” &c.
b) 1838 was the last complete year before the general reduction of postage.
¢) On 5th December 1839 the maximum Inland Postage for a single letter was reduced to 4d.
regi) On 10th January 1840 the postage on all inland lefters weighing not more than $ oz. was
uced to a uniform charge of one penny.

() Postage ceased to be charged on the correspondence of Government Departments early in
the year 1868. The amount of Government Postage (excluding the Post Office iteelf) for the
last complete year in which it was charged (1867) was about 197,0007.

(f) Prior to 1st October 1870 newspapers bearing the impressed stamp of the Inland Revenue
Department passed through the Post . The impreaseg stamp, however, was abolished on
that date, the rate of postage being at the same time reduced from a penny on any newspa,
not weighing more than 4 oz. to a halfpenny on each newspaper irrespective of weight. ﬁ
the same date, tho Book rate was reduced to a halfpenny for every 2 oz.; circ?:lﬁra (not
wholly printe(f) were admitted to the privileges of the Book Post; and Post Cards at one

nny each were issued. 5

(g) In October 1871 the distinctive rate of tage on patterns and samples was abolished ;
the letter rate on all letters and packets weighing more t! half an ounce being at the same
time reduced to the following scale:

For a letter not above 1 oz. - - 1d.
" above 1 oz. but not above20z. - 1id.

" » 20z » 40z, - - 8. ¢
" » 4oz » 8 oz. - - &. -
" »n 6oz » 8 oz. - - -~
" » 80z » 10 oz. - - % «
» » 100z ” 18 oz. - - .,}1,

" » 12 oz. one penny for each ounce.
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